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WHAT IS CL AIMED I S ; 

-i-T A printer s y^t-e m - which — inputs dry in g data created or _ 

edited by an application on a host computer, converts -^e-^ir^wTng 
data to a printer language to create print data,^and also outputs 
the image drawn based on the print data^from a printer, said 
printer system comprising: 

a printer driver which^dds information for a drawing 
object to identify the type of drawing object to the print data; 
and 

a printer corvtrol unit which selects dither data 
appropriate for the/drawing object based on the information for 
a drawing object ,added to the print data, and executes a dither 
method based on the dither data on the print data to expand the 
data to an image. 



2. 



The printer system according to claim 1 , wherein said 



printer /control unit comprises: 

,an object determination unit which determines a drawing 
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object of the print data based on the information for a drawing 
obje/ct ; 

a dither data output unit which selects dither data 
matching the drawing object determined by said object 
determination unit to output the data; and 

executes a dither method 
oh/the print data using the dither data cJutput from said dithej 
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data output urlit to expand Lhe-aa£a to __an image . 

3 . The printer system according to/claim 1 , wherein 
the drawing object includes at ^least one of a character, a 
photograph , and a graphics . 
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4. The printer system according to claim 1, wherein, when 
graphics data used f> / or drawing a graphics is converted to print 
data, said printerdriver further adds information for area fill, 
that indicates/presence or absence of area fill in a graphics 
image to be drawn based on the graphics data, to the print data. 



/ 



and said printer control unit selects dither data based on the 

/ 

area- fill information together with the drawing- object 
information . 



5. 



The printer system according to claim 1, wherein, when the 



drawing data is CAD data created by a CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
application, said printer driver adds information indicating 
that the data is the CAD data to print data, and said printer 
control unit performs processing on the print data using CAD 
dither data dedicated to the CAD data. 
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6. 
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An image processing method for converting drawing data 



reatjed'or edited by an application on a host computer to a printer 
anguage to create print data, and also ovttpu£ting an image 
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based on the print data from a prxrrteir; — sa id im aqj ^ process in g 
method comprising: 

a drawing object adding step of adding information for a 
drawing object to identify the type of ^drawing object to the print 
data; and 

a drawing processing/ step of selecting dither data 
appropriate for the drawing object based on the drawing -object 
information added to the^print data, and executing a dither method 
based on the dither^data on the print data to expand the data 



\|^10 to an image. 



7. The image processing method according to claim 6, wherein 



the drawing processing step comprises : 
il an object determining step of determining a drawing object 



^15 of the print data based on the drawing -object information; 



a' dither data outputting step of selecting dither data 
matching the drawing object determined in the object determining 
step ,to output the data; and 

a dithering step of executing a dither method on the print 
20 data using the dither data output in the dither data outputting 
step to expand the data to an image. 



8.' The image processing method according to claim 6, wherein 
the drawing object includes at leasyt one of a character, a 
25 ^h^tograph, and a^gr^phics. 
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-The Image process iTPTTne^^ho^-ac^flrdinq to claim 6 , wherein , 
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when graphics data used for drawing a graphics is convert^d-to 
print data, the drawing object adding step further^includes an 
area- fill information adding step of adding^lnf ormation for area 
fill, that indicates presence or absence of area fill in a graphics 
image to be drawn based on the graphics data, to the print data, 
and the drawing processing step comprises a step of selecting 
dither data based on the area- fill information together with the 
drawing -object information. 



10. The image processing method according to claim 6, the 



method further comprising a CAD information adding step of adding 
information ^indicating CAD data to print data when the drawing 
data is CAD data created by a CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
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application, wherein the print data is processed using CAD dither 
data dedicated to the CAD data in the drawing processing step. 
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11. /A computer -readable recording medium in which a program 
for making a computer execute an image processing method for 

/ 

converting drawing data created or edited by an application on 
a host computer to a printer language to create print data, and 
also output ting an image drawn based on the print data from a 
printer, said image processing method comprising: 

\J 3_drawing--olijejct adding step of adding information for/a 



print 




^rawing object to identify tSie^fcype of drawing object t< 
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data; and 



a drawing processing step of selecting dither dat< 
appropriate for the drawing object based on the drawing^ob ject 
information added to the print data, and executing a^dither method 
based on the dither data on the print data/^o expand the data 
to an image is recorded . 
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12. A computer- readable recording medium according to claim 
11, wherein the drawing pro^cessing step comprises: 

an object determining step of determining a drawing object 
of the print data based on the drawing -object information; 

a dither data output ting step of selecting dither data 
matching the drawing object determined in the object determining 
step to output the data; and 

a ditl^ering step of executing a dither method on the print 
data usin</ the dither data output in the dither data outputting 
step to/expand the data to an image. 



13. /A computer -readable recording medium according to claim 
20 11 , ywherein the drawing object includes at least one of a character, 
a photograph , and a graphics . 
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J4 . A computer -readable recording medium according to claim 
.1, wherein^ _when grap hics data used for drawing a graphics is 
inverted to print data, the drawing object-adding step further 
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'includes an area- fill inf ormation adding — step — of — -adding_ 
information for area fill, that indicates pc&s^ncT^r^absen^ 
of area fill in a graphics image to b^dfawn based on the graphics 
data, to the print data, and tho-mrawing processing step comprises 
a step of selecting dither" data based on the area-fill information 
together with the/&rawing- object information. 

15. A computer- readable recording medium according to claim 
11, t her method further comprising a CAD information adding step 
of adding information indicating CAD data to print data when the 

/ \ 

awing data is CAD data created by a CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
ipplica-trionT^n^re'ln-the^print data is processed using CAD dijt'her 
(atadedicated to the CAD^da^in the drawing processiiigstep. 
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